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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Season’s Greetings Everyone, 

With the completion of balancing and placement 

games, league play has begun in earnest and as we 

head into December, we are at the half-way point of 

the season. It’s hard to believe but time does march on 

and the hockey season will be over before you know it.  

On this note, I encourage our parent membership to 

watch the following video from the “Lessons Behind 

the Glass” series which can found here on Youtube. 

This is part of the Sportsmanship Starts in The Stands 

Initiative from BC Hockey. This particular video is 

entitled “Enjoy the ride. The game will be over before 

you know it.”  Having been going to the rink for the 

past twenty-one years to watch my four sons play this 

amazing game, the ride for me will be over at the end 

of this season as my youngest son completes his last 

year of Midget hockey. The words and thoughts of the 

individuals in this video are from the heart, honest, 

wise, genuine and meaningful. I hope that the video will 

resonate with all parents so that we can all continue to 

“enjoy the ride” that this great game brings us. 

As we are now in league play, I wish to thank all our 

division managers, coaches, players and parents for 

their patience, understanding and cooperation with 

respect to the difficult, stressful and somewhat 

arbitrary nature of the balancing process. I am the first 

to admit that the balancing process is not perfect, 

however, as described in our website under 

Parents/Players – What is “Balancing” – it is a 

mandatory PCAHA requirement which we cannot avoid 

in order to participate in PCAHA league play. All 

associations are required to adhere to “balancing” and 

the focus from PCAHA this season was to allow each 

association more time to accomplish this prior to 

PCAHA Balancing Committee review.  

Unfortunately, with all the variables involved in the 

process, there were some late player moves as recently 

as this past week just prior to picture day. I would like to 

acknowledge those players and families who were 

impacted, you are all “Difference Makers” and 

appreciate your patience, understanding and 

cooperation.  I have heard from a few members who 

have shared their ideas and thoughts on the subject 

and will continue to tweak the process accordingly. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

On this note, I also wish to thank other individuals who 

have shared their thoughts and suggestions on other 

hockey related subjects.  Minor Hockey is in a 

continuous marathon of change where new ideas and 

out of the box thinking is welcome, of course it is 

always easier to effect change easier with new 

volunteers. 

One item of note which was announced at a recent 

PCAHA President’s meeting is a pilot project in one of 

the BC Hockey districts where two streams for 

Recreational ‘C’ Hockey Leagues is being tested. These 

two streams are:   

 Regular ‘C’ hockey, where teams play 

approximately two games per week and practice 

once per week; and 

 Casual ‘C’ hockey where teams play one game per 

week and practice once every two weeks     

It is my understanding that this would allow multi-sport 

athletes to continue participating in other sports or 

activities while continuing to play ice-hockey on a less 

frequent basis. I believe this could work for players at all 
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age groups by keeping more players in hockey and 

attracting new registrants as well. There are also 

negatives as players may not develop as quickly and 

more ice times would be required. I will keep you 

posted on this initiative, but in the meantime, please do 

not hesitate to send me your feedback (both positive & 

negative) on this issue which I can bring forward to my 

PCAHA peers. 

At this time, I would like to congratulate all those teams 

who have successfully competed in tournaments so far 

this season. Midget C5 recently returned from an Island 

tournament finishing 5th out of 18 teams. Both Bantam 

A1 & Bantam A2 teams were winners in their recent 

tournaments also on the Island. Midget A1 finished in 

the top 4 in the Penticton tournament in October. 

Female Bantam C1 participated in the 2016 Wickfest in 

Calgary and finished third in their group. They were the 

only team selected to do the Mannequin Challenge 

with Haley Wickenheiser: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/wickhockey/videos/?ref

=page_internal 

Congratulations to Sandie Knowler, Angela Brnjac and 

Echo Lee for another successful and largest Female 

Tournament in  BC.  I stopped by during the 

tournament and witnessed a cohesive, well-oiled 

machine in action and in addition to the competition on 

the ice, there were a lot of smiling faces, off-ice 

activities, over 50 raffle prizes and the refreshment area 

for the athletes was well stocked and managed by 

former Wildcat alumni. Congratulations to all the 

volunteers on a fantastic accomplishment. 

As we head into December, please ensure that all 

teams check out the last day of ice for your teams 

before the Christmas break as well as the first day of ice 

times in 2017 as follows: 

 Last Day Of Ice Before Winter Break:   

Fri. Dec. 23, 2016 - all arenas 

 First Day Of Ice After Winter Break:   

Mon. Jan. 2, 2017 - all arenas 

Finally, please take some time over the upcoming 

Christmas break to attend a game or two at the Pat 

Quinn Classic being held at the Bill Copeland Sports 

Complex December 27 -30. There are 36 teams 

registered with teams from California, Alaska, Alberta, 

and Russia! There will be 12 teams in the Pee Wee Elite 

division, 12 teams in the Bantam AAA division and  12 

teams in the Bantam Elite draw. Our Pee Wee A1 and 

Bantam A1 teams will be representing BMHA so please 

come out and cheer them on! 

Continued success, good sportsmanship and fun in 

December. 

- Darryl

 

 

BC COMMUNITY GAMING GRANT – BMHA Presented With $100,000 Cheque 

BMHA recently received a $100,000 cheque from the 

province’s community gaming grant program!  The cheque 

was presented by Burnaby North MLA, Richard T. Lee to 

Darryl Mah and Larry Hayes.  BMHA acknowledges the 

financial assistance of the Province of British Columbia and 

thanks MLA Richard T. Lee for his ongoing support! 

  

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/wickhockey/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/wickhockey/videos/?ref=page_internal
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FEMALE REMEMBRANCE DAY TOURNAMENT – Great Success! 

The Burnaby Wildcats held its 10th annual, and one of their most successful 

Remembrance Day Tournaments to date earlier this month. The Burnaby RDT is the 

largest recreational level female hockey tournament in BC and this year was our 10th year 

hosting the popular event – and it continues to grow!  With 39 teams and over 650 

players, plus the tournament headquarters that boasted 50+ raffle prizes, 8 Rinks was 

buzzing with energy and excitement. Of course the tournament wouldn't have been such 

a success without the dedicated parent volunteers and the tireless work of the 

tournament committee members. We're looking forward to an even bigger event next year!  

 

 

BMHA’s THIRD ANNUAL TOY & SPORT DRIVE – Dec. 11th at Copeland! 

Continuing the success of the past years 

and in the spirit of giving back, Burnaby 

Minor Hockey Association will be working 

with the Burnaby Christmas Bureau again 

this holiday season.   The Christmas 

Bureau works within our community to 

ensure local families have enough food 

and gifts for the holidays – something 

everyone should have! 

BMHA will be holding its Third Annual 

Toy & Sport Drive on December 11th 

from 11am to 3pm in the Bill Copeland 

Lobby – Come Help Us Fill the Net!     

As in the past, the Christmas Bureau has 

said that toys are great, but there is also a 

real need for sports gear & equipment this 

holiday season.   A basketball, a baseball 

glove, a volleyball, a floor hockey stick, 

skipping ropes, hula hoops and the like 

would really help bring a smile to a child 

in Burnaby - It doesn't have to be 

anything expensive or high-end.    

With over 800 BMHA members, we can 

work together and try to over 800 kids in 

Burnaby have a Merry Christmas! 
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PAT QUINN CLASSIC – The Countdown Begins 

The 2016 Pat Quinn Classic around the corner, we wanted to share our Top 10 list why we’re excited for the puck to 

drop: 

1. Burnaby Minor Hockey Association is hosting the tournament 

2. The tournament has been running for 54 years!  

3. BMHA’s Bantam and Peewee teams will be playing in the tournament 

4. 34 teams are travelling from across Canada, USA and the world to play 

5. BMHA’s home ice - Bill Copeland Arena will be the hub of all the action 

6. The Bantam AAA Championship game will be broadcast on Shaw throughout 

British Columbia 

7. All games will be webcast around the world 

8. There’s a twoonie skate at Bill Copeland Arena right after the tournament 

(December 30 at 5pm) 

9. There will be another year of the world famous Bantam Team Basket Raffle!  

10. There will be prizes, raffles, silent auctions and much more 

The tournament is hosted in Burnaby from December 27-30.  The latest tournament information can be found 

www.PatQuinnClassic.com, on our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram (@PatQuinnClassic).  

 

WINTER BREAK CLOSURE – No Ice Dates 

Just a reminder to everyone that the last day of ice before Winter Break is Friday, 

December 23rd for all arenas.  The first day back on the ice is Monday, January 

2nd, 2017 for all arenas!    
 

 

BMHA SUCCESS STORY – Bantam A1 Go Undefeated in Comox!  

Congratulations to the Burnaby Bulldogs Bantam A1 
team who went undefeated at the Comox Valley 
Bantam Tournament over the Remembrance Day 
weekend and came home with gold medals! 
 
The team’s strong performance continues in 
Flight 1 with a current record of 4-1-1 in league 
play – keep up the good work! 
 

 

 

  

http://www.patquinnclassic.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PatQuinnClassic
http://www.facebook.com/PatQuinnClassic
http://www.instagram.com/patquinnclassic
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REMINDERS 

TEAM OFFICIALS CERTIFICATIONS –December 1 Deadline!  

A reminder for all Team Officials to complete their required certifications.  CATT should be completed ASAP, and the 

deadline for all other certifications is December 1.  After that point in time, all unqualified officials will be derostered 

from the team. A summary of qualifications as outlined by PCAHA is as follows: 

  

 

DATES TO REMEMBER -   

 December 1 – Team Official Certifications Deadline 

 December 11 – BMHA Toy & Sport Drive in the Lobby of Bill Copeland Arena, 11am to 3pm 

 December 23 – Last Day For Ice, all arenas 

 December 27 to 30 – Pat Quinn Classic tournament, Bill Copeland Arena 

 January 2, 2017 – First Day Back For Ice, all arenas 
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SPONSOR OFFERS 

Here are some selected offers from the generous supports of Burnaby Minor.  For other sponsor offers, please visit the 

BMHA Sponsors & Offers page of the website. 

 

ASCENT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT – Welcome to BMHA’s Newest Sponsor!  

Ascent Real Estate Management Corporation 

would like to thank Burnaby Minor Hockey 

Association for allowing us to become involved 

with their great organization. As a local, Burnaby 

owned company, Ascent is proud to be active in 

supporting grassroots activities around our 

community. 

Since 1979, Ascent has been your local, 

independent choice for strata, rental and co-op 

property management as well as real estate sales. 

If you would like more information as to how 

Ascent can help with your property, please call us 

at 604.431.1800 or visit our website site at 

ascentpm.com.  

Your Property. Our Passion. The Best Partnership 

 

 

http://burnabyminor.com/default.aspx?p=bmhasponsors
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